English 9
Fredericton High School
V. Marshall
Between Shades of Gray – Author Interview


As you watch the short film about Ruta Sepetys, fill in the blanks of this document. Answer the questions at the end.



1. Joseph Stalin killed over _________________________ people during his Reign of Terror.
2. Ruta Sepetys’ ancestors are from the country of ______________________________.
3. Sepetys’ relatives burned photos of ______________________________ because they were afraid to admit they were related.
4. The Baltic countries include __________________________, _________________________, and ____________________________.
5. In 1939, _________________________ and ___________________________ signed a Pact of Non-Aggression (which did not end aggression).
6. Stalin created lists of people he considered __________________________________. Men whose names were on the lists were sent to prison. Women whose names were on the lists were sent to ______________________________.
7. The Baltic States remained under Soviet occupation until ______________________________.
8. The main character of the book documents her experiences through ______________________ and _______________________ which she buried in a _______________________.
9. It took Sepetys ______________ year(s) to write the first draft of this book.
10. Sepetys looks for characters who have beautiful capacity to _______________________.
11. When asked why prisoners were taken all the way to Siberia only to die, one Soviet guard responded, “We don’t need your death. We need your _________________ and __________________.
12. Between shades of gray, sometimes there is a small crack that lets the ____________ __________ ___.
13. Sepetys challenges her readers to read the book and ask themselves the question, _______________________________________________?
14. Freedom is not appreciated until you __________________________ it.
15. Sepetys wrote this book so that this history will not be _________________________.




16. Identify one question you would like to ask the author. _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

17. How could someone like Stalin justify killing so many people? _________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

18. What is the most significant thing you learned about the process Sepetys went through to write this book? ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

19. Identify one thing you learned about history through this video. ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Based on this video, what is one thing you are now going to watch for in the novel? ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
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As you watch the short film about Ruta Sepetys, fill in the blanks of this document. Answer the questions at the end.



1. Joseph Stalin killed over ___20 million______ people during his Reign of Terror.
2. Ruta Sepetys’ ancestors are from the country of ______Lithuania_____________.
3. Sepetys’ relatives burned photos of ____her grandfather___________ because they were afraid to admit they were related.
4. The Baltic countries include ___Lithuania__________, ___________Latvia_____, and _________Estonia________.
5. In 1939, _____Hitler________ and ________Stalin_____ signed a Pact of Non-Aggression (which did not end aggression).
6. Stalin created lists of people he considered ________anti-Soviet___________. Men whose names were on the lists were sent to prison. Women whose names were on the lists were sent to ____Siberia__________________.
7. The Baltic States remained under Soviet occupation until ________1090 - 1991_____________.
8. The main character of the book documents her experiences through ____letters________ and _____drawings_____________ which she buried in a _____jar__________________.
9. It took Sepetys ______________ year(s) to write the first draft of this book.
10. Sepetys looks for characters who have beautiful capacity to ___ love____________________.
11. When asked why prisoners were taken all the way to Siberia only to die, one Soviet guard responded, “We don’t need your death. We need your ____pain_________ and ______suffering________.
12. Between shades of gray, sometimes there is a small crack that lets the _love______ _shine__ _in__.
13. Sepetys challenges her readers to read the book and ask themselves the question, _____________Would I survive___________?
14. Freedom is not appreciated until you ________lose__________________ it.
15. Sepetys wrote this book so that this history will not be _____lost____________________.




16. Identify one question you would like to ask the author. _______________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

17. How could someone like Stalin justify killing so many people? _________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

18. What is the most significant thing you learned about the process Sepetys went through to write this book? ______________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

19. Identify one thing you learned about history through this video. ________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

20. Based on this video, what is one thing you are now going to watch for in the novel? ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

